








Both sides agreed that civil society plays an integral part in finding better societal and
development solutions ensuring social harmony and cohesion, conducive to stability.

The German side reiterated the importance of a swift conclusion of the amendment of the
Cambodian Law on Associations and NGOs (LANGO) and referred to the 2020 government
consultations in which the German side highlighted the Articles 8 and 30 (registration and
deregistration), Article 24 {(political neutrality) and Article 25 (reporting requirements), where
changes would be advisable in fine with the UNOHCHR human rights analysis from 2015.

The Cambodian side reaffirmed that inclusive and participatory consultation mechanism
through its working group has been operational even during the COVID-19 pandemic with the
objective to listen to comments and feedbacks for possible inclusion and/or revision to the
LANGO. Up to now, 6 consultative forums have been convened with representatives of civil
society organizations on the request to amend certain articles of the LANGO as proposed. The
RGC’s working groups have completed a review of all 14 articles of LANGO that were
proposed for amendments in order to ensure that this law is consistent with Cambodian
constitution and other organic laws to protect people and public interest, as well as to promote
cooperation in partnership between associations and non-governmental organizations with
public authorities.

The Cambodian side explained that on “political neutrality”, the LANGO and the new Election
Law stipulate that all associations and NGOs should be politically neutral, restricting them from
favouring and/or providing supports to political parties. Having said this, NGOs or Associations
that want to do politics could do so by registering at the Ministry of Interior as political parties.

1.2.Conducive investment climate in relation to ICT infrastructure

The German side understands that the RGC decided to postpone the implementation of the
National Internet Gateway sub-decree. However, Germany is concerned that the sub-decree, if
implemented, might cause negative impacts on the free flow and access to information. It might
also cause negative impacts on German/international businesses in Cambodia, at least those

businesses which require free and undelayed access to the internet in order to thrive.

The Cambodian side expressed the sincere thanks to the points raised by German side and
stress that the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications has been organizing a comprehensive
study on the National Internet Gateway because it is new and requires experienced technical
people to handle it. The Ministry of Post and Telecommunications reiterates that the
implementation of the Sub-Decree on the National Internet Gateway is based on four main
principles such as 1) User's perspective: Minimizing negative impact on consumers such as the
use of immoral language, cyber-bullying, 2) State’s perspective: Enhancement of effectiveness

and efficiency of the national revenue collection, 3) Operator’s perspective: Promotion of equal
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1.7. Role of the private sector and framework for sustainable economic
development

The private sector is the driving force for sustainable development. Enterprises create jobs and
incomes. Through their tax payments, they help to enable the government discharging its
functions.

Both sides agree that the economic development and modernization anticipated by the Royal
Government of Cambodia needs a conducive environment for private sector development and
inclusive growth. This requires a legal and regulatory framework in which adequate labour,
social and environmental standards can be established and in which government institutions,
the private sector and civil society — especially in the form of free trade unions — can operate
independently of each other in conformity with the existing rules and regulations.

The German side is willing to support the Royal Government of Cambodia in its efforts to foster
economic transformation, and to help reconcile economic, environmental and social needs, as
envisaged in the 2030 Agenda. This includes continued support for SME development.

1.8. Education and Training

Both sides perceive education and training, and access to these opportunities, to be vital to a
country's economic, environmental and social sustainable development and to a peaceful
society. Investment in education and skills development is critical to building a highly skilled
workforce and essential in enabling people to find jobs and earn a living in a rapidly changing
work environment. Cambodia is encouraged to improve the quality of its education system,
promote technical and vocational education and training, and create lifelong learning
opportunities. By developing a skilled workforce, the country can attract higher-value industries

and foster innovation.

1.9. Gender equality and women'’s rights

The German side emphasized that gender equality and the realization of women's rights are
explicit goals of German development cooperation and of great importance for all countries.
Gender equality and the strengthening of women's rights are a key factor in achieving the
entire 2030 Agenda. It is only through the equal participation of women and girls in the
development process that a fair and inclusive society can develop.

Both sides agree that gender equality, the realization of women's rights and the prevention of
all forms of violence against women and girls are important prerequisites for the economically,
environmentally and socially sustainable development of a country and for a peaceful society.
Ways in which gender and human rights issues can be systematically addressed in all sectors

will be discussed in a dialogue between the two sides.



























will offer investments into cutting edge (digital) infrastructures resulting in improved
identification of and responses to infectious disease threats including AMR.

To ensure complementarity and to avoid duplication there is a need for close coordination with
other activities in the One Health approach such as envisaged under the Pandemic Fund
application. A feasibility study is currently being prepared in close cooperation with all relevant
partners and stakeholders to design the details of the new project.

It is the understanding of the German side that RGC will in the medium term cover the
operating expenses of the One Health physical and digital infrastructure the project is aiming
to put in place.

Improving Social Protection and Health (Technical Cooperation), 2023.2151.1,
9,700,000.00 €

The follow-up project (10/2024 — 09/2027) will support the efforts of the RGC to strengthen the
social protection and health system and its institutions related to its (climate) shock-
responsiveness, gender-equality and effectiveness. It builds on the approaches, good
cooperation and achievements from the predecessor projects Improving Social Protection and
Health (2021.2118.4), Social Health Protection (2017.2006.9) and Identification of Poor
Households — IDPoor V (2015.2093.1).

Ongoing projects of financial cooperation

German Contribution to the Health Equity and Quality Improvement Programme (H-
EQIP) lll, 2021.6779.9, 16,000,000.00 €

Accompanying Measures for the German Contribution to the Cambodian Health Equity
and Quality Improvement Programme (H-EQIP) - 2, 2015.7010.0, 2,000,000.00 €

German contribution to the Cambodia Pre-Service Training for Health Workers Project
I, 2021.6778.1, 10,000,000.00 €

Ongoing projects of technical cooperation:

Improving Social Protection and Health (ISPH), 2021.2118.4, 15,707,000.00 €,
including DFAT-co-financing_1,707,000.00 €























































6. Next government negotiations

The next negotiations on development cooperation between the Royal Government of
Cambodia and the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany are scheduled to take
place in Phnom Penh in 2025.

Done at Bonn on 18 October 2023 {’\/
y 2 "")
I A Hep e
W [Sighature Head ¢
For the Royal Government of For the Government \
Cambodia of the Federal Republic of Germany
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» Your experience provides a model for wise social policies. It is
considered best practice at the international level, too — because it
serves both to reduce poverty and to prevent crises.

» So | am glad that we will continue our good cooperation on social
protection.

» The same goes for our successful cooperation on health financing and

social health protection, which we have pursued for over 10 years now.

The German Development Ministry attaches importance to close

cooperation among like-minded partners.

« | want to thank you that your country is standing up for a rules-based
international order and for solidarity with the people of Ukraine.

« Cambodia's support for the UN Resolution® in February was very
important — a clear position on Russia's war of aggression against

Ukraine, which is a violation of international law.

Cambodia has adopted very ambitious goals for its efforts to

address national challenges. Germany is supporting these goals.

» The 2030 Agenda with its 17 Sustainable Development Goals is
guiding our two countries' actions.

« Cambodia's progress on poverty reduction (SDG 1)¢ and on health and
social protection (SDG 3) is remarkable.

» Your government wants to achieve upper middle-income status (nach
Weltbank-Einstufung’) for Cambodia by 2030.

5 UN-Resolution A/ES-11/6 vom 23.02.2023, die den sofortigen Riickzug Russlands aus der Ukraine
und somit die Beendigung des Krieges forderte.

6 Halbierung der Armutsrate zwischen 2009 und 2019 (Quelle: Weltbank), Erhdhung des Mindestiohns
von 100 $ (2014) auf 200 $ (2023) (Quelle: Trading Economics)

7 Quelle: Overview: Development news, research, data | World Bank









« And | look forward with interest to your responses, ideas and proposals

on goals which we can jointly take forward in the coming years.

Thank you very much.






participation with us today. Our two-days meeting is also joined with me by my
esteemed delegation of Excellencies Secretary of State, Under Secretary of State,
senior officials and colleagues representing the Royal Government's ministries and

agencies as well as distinguished members of German delegation.

2. Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen! This year negotiations is specially
important not only to the objective of Negotiation on bilateral development cooperation
itself, but also to celebrate the long-lasting friendship and relations between the
Kingdom of Cambodia and the Federal Republic of Germany, as this year marks
commemoration of the 30th Anniversary of the re-establishment of the full diplomatic
relations between our two countries (1993-2023). The commemoration is imprinted by
the historic official visit of H.E. Frank-Walter Steinmeier, President of the Federal
Republic of Germany and the First Lady to Cambodia in mid-February this year and the
meeting between Samdech Techo, then Prime Minister of Cambodia, and H.E. Olaf
Scholz in Brussels in mid-December last year. Now that, i lead the Cambodian
delegation from my government for the negotiations here today, which emphasizes

more importance of our diplomatic relations.

3. | wish to note that today’s negotiation is the very first bilateral governmental
meeting for Cambodia. Germany is the first government to hold such a bilateral
governmental meeting on development cooperation with Cambodian government of the
7t legislature of the National Assembly, which was newly elected from a free, and fair,
just peaceful and democratic election. This by far reflects strong and continued
supported by international community and all partners including Germany to a new
young yet dynamic government under the leadership Samdech Moha Borvor Thipatei
HUN MANET, the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

4, In addition to this significance, this 2023 Negotiation is remarkable because it is
convened in the right timing for 3 reasons. First it is now the mid-point of Agenda 2030
in the face of many contextual challenges. We all are aware that the progressive
development during the first half of SDGs has been obstructed and retarded by the
COVID-19 and other challenges including rising geo-political competition, spillover

effects from security tensions, economic uncertainty and climate change. Therefore,






jobs, 2- Social protection and Health, 3- Climate, Energy, Just Transition and 3- some
cooperation outside the core areas as well as some cross cutting issues, to be
discussed on the first day (today). It will conciude with finalizing summary record of

negotiations (tomorrow).

10.  Before concluding my opening remarks, | would like once again to take this
opportunity, on behalf of my government, to express our sincere appreciation to the
Government and the people of the Federal Republic of Germany for the continued
support to Cambodia’s socio-economic development and especially continued supports
in strengthening cooperation and partnership with my newly-formed government. | wish
to acknowledge with thanks the hard work and close collaboration contributed by both
sides in advance of today’s negotiations. | am confident that our Negotiations today and
tomorrow will yield fruitful result that enriches future cooperation and development
partnerships between Germany and Cambodia. With these words, | would like to hand
the floor back to Dr. Andreas Pfeil, my co-chair to lead the next session on Political

Dialogue.

Thank you!









ASEAN Projekte in Kambodscha / ASEAN projects in Cambodia

Laufzeit / Budget Partner in Hauptthemen/ -aktivitaten in
Projekt-/ Programmtitel Proiect termgl Kambodscha Kambodscha Kommentare
Project / Programme title ) Counterpart in Main topics / activities in Cambodia Comments
Budget .
Cambodia
. . Strengthening capacities of national
?é%g';g:ﬁgj?::ﬁr :S?/EIEL/J\_N goozfm_ zgasR SME information platform (KhmerSME)
’ 0 Ministrv of Industr Promoting national SME services for
, . NIstry Y internationalization
Strengthening Regional Structures for | Budget Science, Technology Promoting the use of the Regional SME
Small and Medium Enterprise implemented in and Innovation (MISTI) . 9 9
. . information platform (ASEAN Access)
Promotion in ASEAN Cambodia: 0,54 Multi-stakeholder dialogues
Mio. EUR g
(ASEAN SME II)
Version as of: 01.09.2023 page 3






Globale und regionale Projekte in Kambodscha / Global and regional

projects in Cambodia

Cambodia: 0,75
Mio. EUR

Transboundary Water Cooperation in
the Lower Mekong Basin |l

2022-2024
5,1 Mio. EUR total
budget

MRC

- Supporting the Mekong River
Commission in dealing effectively with
development challenges in the Lower
Mekong Basin in the face of climate
change

Version as of: 01.09.2023
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Globale und regionale Projekte in Kambodscha / Global and regional

projects in Cambodia

Khmer Rouge Tribunal (CPS)

. Partner in Hauptthemen/ -aktivitdten in
Projekt-/ Programmtitel Lanz.e it / Budget Kambodscha Kambodscha Kommentare
] . Project term / . . . T .
Project / Programme title Counterpart in Main topics / activities in Cambodia Comments
Budget (EUR) .
Cambodia
Multisectoral Food and Nutrition 2022-2026 Council for Agricultural Multisectoral_f_ood bgsed‘apprfoach to
Security 27 8 Mio and Rural improve nutritional situation of women
' ) Development (CARD) and children
. " - Improve quality, security, and diversity of
Cambodia Nutrition Program [+1| %81:3-12003?0 l\NAglijsltjry of Health and nutrition of women in reproductive age
' and children under two.

. - . Stabitizing fish yields from rice-field
Sustalnat_nle A_quaculture and 2019-2024 Ministry of Agn.cuitu.re, fishing/Community Fish Refuges and
Community Fish Refuge 6 Mio Forestry and Fisheries integrating sustainable pond culture into
Management (SAFR) ' (MAFF) 9 9 e p

agricultural production
Fund for the Promotion of Innovation in | 2023-2024 No political partner in Innovative approach for sustainable rice-
| Agriculture (i4Ag) 0,27 Mio. Cambodia potato cultivation system
Improvement of the rabies prevention
. Ministry of Agriculture, and control
;2:(1?):‘”5'2 réi%a{_{e: ar;&s)s and 20021,;.;024 Forestry and Fisheries Capacity Development of the National
P ' ’ {(MAFF) Animal Health and Production Research
Institute
. . Promotes the implementation
Initiative Global Solidarity (IGS) 5%2’1\/1'5)025 ggn?.ggté?gl partner in international due diligence requirements
' ) in global supply chains
. - . Facilitation of the German-Cambodian
Business Scouts for 2021-2024 No political partner in . ) .
Development (BSTD) 1.4 Mio. Cambodia business relations through advisory
services
- Support the digital transformation in
Ministry of Post and o o
Digital Transformation Center (DTC) 2023-.2025 Telecommunications Cambodia with a .focus on Digital
1,4 Mio. Government, Digital Economy and
(MPTC) .
Women in Tech
i‘;gf:a?: (ci)fF:sgoncﬂlatlon in the 2021-2023 No political partner in Supported to the Transitional Justice
2.9 Mio. Cambodia process in the context of the ECCC

Version as of: 01.09.2023

page 6



Globale und regionale Projekte in Kambodscha / Global and regional

projects in Cambodia

Southeast Asian University
Partnership for
Peacebuilding and Conflict
Transformation

2019-2023
3.2 Mo.

No political partner in
Cambodia

- Support to universities in Cambodia, the
Philippines and Timor-Leste in designing
and implementing curricula on peace
and development

Version as of: 01.09.2023
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